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Legal Problems Relating to Noise Level Limitation in Community Areas :

A Comparative Study of Foreign Law
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Abstract

Respecting the freedom of living in the community must be performed, especially the activities of daily
life that do not make noise disturbing other people. There are 2 objectives in this study, which are 1. to study
and compare the law on limiting the noise level in community areas in foreign countries with Thailand, and 2.
to synthesize guidelines for amending and improving the law on limiting noise levels in community areas by
using a qualitative research method and a documentary data collection method. This study would be carried
by applying the legislations of other countries and general concepts regarding the noise pollution to be used
in a comparative analysis with the provisions of Thailand. The results presented that although Thailand has law
relating to the use of noise in a nuisance manner in the Public Health Act B.E. which is a petty offense as
specified in the Criminal Code only, a measure has not been set on how much noise making will be resulted
as a nuisance. This affects the interpretation and enforcement of the law to be certain and clear. Therefore,
the researcher suggested that the noise level that causes disturbances should be set specifically in the Public
Health Act B.E. 2535 to reduce noise-causing problems to residents nearby, so other people can have more
privacy in their lives. The concept on limiting the level of noise in foreign communities should be used as a
guideline to revise the law on limiting the level of sound in community areas. In doing so, Thai legislations

would provide greater protection for privacy rights and public health.

Keywords: noise level limitation in community areas, nuisances, Public Health Act B.E. 2535
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