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The Worldview of Co-existence in Thailand’s Deep South Multicultural Society

in Chumsak Nararattanawong’s Documentaries

Sunitha Kamnoedthong !, Keeratikarn Boonyarit ?

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Princess of Naradhiwas University

Sunita505599@gmail.com

Abstract

This paper is aimed at exploringthe worldview of coexistence in multicultural society in
Thailand’s Deep South pro:inc;i Chumsak Nararattanawong’s documentaries selected from his works
during 2010 - 2020 to apprefiate their values and meanings in relation to the socio-cultural context

during the period of unrest situations.

The findings indicate that Chumsak Narargttawong aims to present living ways in cultural diversity

in the deep southern provinces from the le€als’ views. The content is categorized into three topics. The

first is presentation of the ethnic gialip’s development from ancient states to the modern world, dating
back to 40,000 BC,, followed establishment of ancient states in the Malay Peninsula, colonial changes
and effects, and independence declaration together with accelerated development of the state to the
modern world. The second focus is co-existence in cultural diversity. The documentaries reveal that people
of different ethnics shared the same Brahmin-Hindu cultural roots, later mingled with Arabian, Persian,
Chinese, and western ones, resulting in current multicultural society. The last content is related to the

locals’ multicultural living ways and reactipris through which their mutual supports and respects of their

differences can be perceived. This ingi€ates that attempts on and incitement to alienation cannot be the
enemy of the locals’ ties grounded in shared collective value. The ties reflect their ways of life and all
kinds of culture and tradition. Additionally, the author hopes that “the son of the land” can be relationship
mediation in promoting understanding of different ways of E\_«f_e, preserving local culture, and sharing

knowledge and experiences to the locals for living and e¢ ﬁGmic improvement, which, in his view, could bring

about peaceful co-existence in multicultural society.

Keywords: worldview, documentary, deep southern multicultural society
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