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Legal measures to solve the problem of single-use plastic waste in Thailand

Miss Natthathida Pinthongphan',Asst Prof.Dr.Kamonwan Yoowattana®

'Bachelor of Laws, College of Politics and Government, Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University, Bangkok

2Bachelor of Laws, College of Politics and Government, Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University, Bangkok

Abstract

In the current situation, the global environment is continually critical every year and the damage
is increasing every year as well. This environmental crisis is caused by rising global temperatures and
the main cause of this environmental crisis is human behavior. In the past two to three years, there has
been an epidemic situation of the covid-19 virus, and it is resulted in that more and more people have
been neglecting to this environmental problem until it causes damages to the environment in the long
run as the first important cause that causes the global environmental crisis is occurred by the use of
plastics. Each sequence of plastic cycles affects the entire environment whether it is the process of
production, use, destruction. In addition, the type of plastic that damages the ecosystem the most is
single—use plastic. This type of plastic is cheap, and it has a short lifespan. Moreover, it is infrequently
reused, or may not be reused at all and is comfortable to use. This type of plastic is used to produce as
straws, bags, handles, spoons to stir drinks, foam packaging for food, bottle labels, etc., so this plastic
is produced in large quantities and is discarded in large numbers as well. Single-use plastic waste
damages ecosystems to social structures that increase the obligation on governments to look after and

handle this single-use plastic waste problem.

This article aims to analyze measures to solve the problem of single-use plastic waste. The
result of the study was found that, at present, Thailand has already begun to have some solutions to
the problem of single-use plastic waste. However, it is the emphasis on asking for cooperation which is

a voluntary measure without having serious coercion from the private sector; whereas, in foreign



countries, such as Germany, Kenya, and Taiwan, they have a variety of measures including tax
collection and measures that can raise public awareness. Therefore, it is appropriate to take measures
to deposit the packaging, measures to prohibit or control the use of single-use plastics, measures to
force manufacturers to take responsibility for single-use plastic waste to be recycled, and tax measures

to encourage the public sector to recognize the importance of reducing the use of single-use plastics.

Keyword Plastic, Plastic waste, Single-use plastic, Legal measures
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