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The Significance of Wat Pho and Thai for Tourism Studies

for Chinese Students”

Mingshan xie!, Nition Pornumpaisakul?

'Faculty of Humanities, Srinakharinwirot University

®Faculty of Humanities, Srinakharinwirot University

(Mingshanxie , E-mail: mingshan.xie@g.swu.ac.th)

Abstract

This article’s objective is to study the significance of Wat Pho in the perception of Chinese students
from five sources, which publicize Wat Pho’s tourism information for Chinese people. The five sources consist
of 1) China Tourism Association (CTA), National Tourism Associations of China, 2) Ctrip, Chinese’s largest and
mostly-used travel services application, 3) Travel Guide book called ‘Lonely Planet’, a famous personal
guide book for worldwide travelers, 4) Tourism Promotion Program of China Radio International (CRI), China’s
national radio broadcaster that promotes global tourist attractions, and 5) China International Travel Service
Limited, Head Office (CITS), China’s largest travel services provider company. The result shows that according
to all sources, Wat Pho is very important in the eyes of Chinese people. Chinese people perceive Wat Pho in
seven interesting elements for its popularity, which are Thai massage, the most beautiful Reclining Buddha in
Bangkok, temple with the highest numbers of pagodas in Thailand, first university of Thailand (The Epigraphic
Archives of Wat Pho), the grand Ubosot, Wat Pho’s history, and Chinese dolls accordingly. From the
significance of all seven elements of Wat Pho, it shows that Wat Pho is famous in the tourism public relations
of Chinese people. They can apply this knowledge from such sources to continue their study in Thai language
for Tourism studies ,and develop Thai reading skills and to increase knowledge of religious culture for Chinese

students.

Keywords : Wat Pho, Thai for Tourism, Chinese students

* This article is part of a thesis “Developing a Thai Language Electronic Book for Tourism about “the Charm of Wat

Pho” for Chinese Learners” Master of Arts (Thai), Faculty of Humanities, Srinakharinwirot University
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