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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to study 1.) The levels of income and expenditure effects 2.) Comparison
of debt classified by personal factors 3.) The solutions for solving debt problems during the Covid-19 pandemic.
A sample was drawn from the population in Mueang Ratchaburi District, Ratchaburi, in a group of 400 people using
questionnaires as instruments to collect the data. Data was analyzed using Percentage, Mean, Standard Deviation
and Hypothesis testing with statistic by Chi-square Test.

The findings indicated that the majority of the sample group were female aged between 20 - 30 years
old and graduated with a bachelor's degree, earned a living as a government official/ state enterprise employee.
The average monthly income was 10,001 - 20,000 baht, which was a regular income (wage/ salary). The average
monthly expenditure was 5,001 - 10,000 baht, which was consumption expenditure. Effects of income and
expenditure during the COVID-19 pandemic in Mueang Ratchaburi District, Ratchaburi as a whole were in the low
and medium importance, respectively. There were 54.25 % of loans, most of which were formal loans. Factors
affecting indebtedness were 1.) Insufficient income to cover cost of living and household expenditure which was
a non-performing loan 2.) Education of their own or family members and 3.) Using in business circulation or
occupation which were the important factors that affected the indebtedness, especially the situation of the COVID-
19 pandemic caused economic depression. Therefore, the solutions of the problems as previously mentioned
should be solved by changing personal consumption behavior. This was because the expenditure were high while
the income were decreasing that was the main reason for the increase of indebtedness. The government should
cooperate with relevant departments focusing on the affected household and business sectors in terms of financial
assistance, income compensation, expenditure reduction and loosening measurements that impacted on the wide
economy. However, they should provide vaccines to all people in order to move back toward normal life, to have
sufficient income to cover the expenses, pay off all debts and continue to have the economic activities.

Keywords : Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) , Household Debt
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