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ABSTRACT

The local administrative organizations in Thailand are the government organizations
established under the principle of decentralization. The authority and budgets of these
organizations for delivering public services such as social welfare provision and geriatric social
work, as well as various tasks are provided by the law. However, such authority and budgets
are overlapping with the functions of the central administrative organizations, the
practitioners therefore hesitate and doubt whether the mission to be performed is within the
scope of their duties. This is because if the said mission is carried out, the Office of the
Auditor General of Thailand may require a refund of the budget of such mission, resulting in
an interruption of existing social welfare provision and geriatric social work. The activities or
projects on social welfare and geriatric social work in which the local government
organizations have sufficient roles to be able to perform without obstacles and difficulties in
the use of budget and operational authority overlapping with the central administrative
organizations are such as establishment of the elderly clubs, study trips or field trips in
natural resources, career development training, initial support to prevent elder abuse along
with the coordination with relevant authorities, old age allowance as well as activities and
projects that the local administrative organizations can coordinate with and gain support

from the government agencies for improving the quality of life of the elderly.
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