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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were: 1) to study the current problems of the OTOP
entrepreneurs in the food groups category in Chainat Province; 2) to study the needs for the
potential development of OTOP entrepreneurs in the food groups category in Chainat
Province; and 3) to propose the potential development approach of OTOP entrepreneurs in
the food groups category in Chainat Province. This research was a qualitative research. The
in-depth interviews were used to collect data from 15 key informants who were OTOP
entrepreneurs of food group category in Chainat Province by using the purposive sampling
method. The data analysis was analyzed by content analysis.

The research findings contended that 1) current problems of OTOP entrepreneurs
were as follows: production problems included lack of knowledge of production standards,
quality control and inspection, and also lack of equipment used in the production process;
marketing problems consisted of product development, packaging and marketing; and
management problems included lack of knowledge in preparation to examine the Good
Agricultural Practices (GAP) certification and to register the FDA number. 2) Entrepreneurs
would like to develop potential as follows: production included production processes,
quality control and inspection, and preserve food; marketing included the concept of adding
product value, product development, packaging and marketing; management included
preparation methods to examine the GAP certification and to request the FDA registration
number of the product. 3) The potential development approach of OTOP entrepreneurs in
food groups category in Chainat Province consisted of the workshop on primary production
principles and standards (Primary-GMP) and how to do the good practice in the food
production, and also the potential development of four areas consisted of production,
marketing, management, and financial management, to provide knowledge, skills and

readiness in various fields to be able to apply to solve their problems in operations.

Keywords: Potential development approach OTOP entrepreneurs Food groups category
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