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Gaining Environmental Knowledge and Raising Environmental Awareness to
Local Tour Guides for Development of Khok Phutaka Resources Protection

Area as an Ecotourism Site
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Environmental Science Khon Kaen University
Email : Piyatida_khotmungkhun@hotmail.com, penprapa@kku.ac.th

Abstract

Gaining environmental knowledge and raising environmental awareness to local tour guides for
the development of Khok Phutaka resource protection area as an ecotourism site is the royal initiative
project of Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn. It aims to (1) develop local guides’
knowledge for local youths (2) raise the consciousness of protecting natural resources in community (3)
promote Khok Phutaka as ecotourism site. This study includes 40 local Muang Kao Pattana participant,
which are community representative, and nearby students. The readiness of Khok Phutaka was surveyed
and presented to community representative and then the knowledge training of Phutaka has organized to
local guides and also allow local people to propose a consistent model of ecotourism and present to
related agencies. Including knowledge and consciousness assessment to protect natural resources by
using a tool, which is a questionnaire combined with 30 questions. The statistics used are average, and
dependent T-test.

The result of study can be summarized as follows: (1) Local people and guides has better
knowledge and understanding of the area from pre-training of knowledge assessment with an average
score of 10.075 points, after training with average score of 16.200. The score increased to 30.63% based
on a statistically significant score at 95% of confidence level. (2) Local people has better conscious of
natural resources and conservation camp was set to the youths. The significant score rating scale before
training at 3.925 points, and after training at 4.8125 points based on statistically significant scores at 95%
of confidence level. (3) Local people has developed signages, represent tourism routes from
Khok Phutaka and nearby tourist attractions, and develop community’s tourism plan which divided by the
time periods of tourists or tourism activities for 10 routes. This causes networking between community
representative, local people, and students, which is the preparation to develop Khok Phutaka to be an

ecotourism site.

Keywords: Ecotourism, Khok Phutaka, Local tour guide
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